





“THE DISNEY AFTERNOON” GOES COMPLETELY WACKY WITH 
“THE SHNOOKUMS & MEAT FUNNY CARTOON SHOW” 


New Half-Hour of Crazy Comedy Shorts Premieres Monday. Janu 2 
on “The Disney Afternoon” 





A cat named Shnookums and a dog named Meat -- best buds and 
mortal enemies. A brave, fearless, courageous superhero -- who's a 
possum(?!?!?). And, a tough-as-nails Western sheriff named Tex Tinstar who 
faces certain death at the end of each adventure -- but comes back to life in 
the next! | 

These are some of the totally wigged-out characters that animation 
lovers will meet when they toon-in to “The Shnookums & Meat Funny 
Cartoon Show,” the first series to debut within “The Disney Afternoon’'s” 
new “Monday Mania” themed daypart on January 2, 1995 (check local 
listings). “The Shnookums & Meat Funny Cartoon Show” unleashes three 
animated comedy shorts that comprise the fastest-paced, half-hour of “off- 
the-wall” and “into-your-funny-bone” humor around. 

“Monday Mania’ offers extraordinarily talented artists a unique chance 
to experiment with their personal expression of comedy,” says Gary Krisel, 
President, Walt Disney Television Animation. “This is where the next Chuck 
Jones, Tex Avery or Ward Kimball will be given the opportunity to pursue 


their potential.” 


(more .. .) 


BUENA VISTA TELEVISION « 500 South Buena Vista Street « Burbank, California 91521 « (818) 560-1000 


¢3 ~ ~ 4 a iP ee 
= CYUBNG Visto feiavaion 





THE DISNEY AFTERNOON GOES WACKY/Page 2 


When approached by Walt Disney Television Animation to create the 
first “Monday Mania” series, producer/writer Bill Kopp and director and co- 
producer Jeff DeGrandis were given only one requirement -- it had to be 
funny. 

As a result, three wacky animated shorts -- “Shnookums & Meat,” 
“Tex Tinstar: The Best in the West,” and “Pith Possum: Super Dynamic 
Possum of Tomorrow” -- sprang from the not-too-ordinary brains of these 
antic animators, who were college roommates at Southern California's famed 
California Institute of the Arts. 

Leading off “The Shnookums & Meat Funny Cartoon Show” is (what 
else?!?) the title cartoon -- an eight-and-a-half-minute short that pits 
Shnookums, a pampered, spoiled house cat, against Meat, a mail-order 
“dog’s dog.” The two are eternally at each other’s throats, but sometimes 
they team up for self-preservation. For example, in “Weight for Me,” when 
the two pudgy pets begin a fanatical physical fitness regime, it's either shape 
up, or ship out, and there aren’t any extremes these two won't go to in 
order to be muscle-bound specimens! A marriage of bizarre visuals with a 
stylized, wacky sense of humor, “Shnookums & Meat” is faster, looser, 
funnier, and breaks more rules than any other brand of animation. 

Next up is “Pith Possum: Super Dynamic Possum of Tomorrow,” a 
satirical swipe at the superhero genre. The series chronicles the adventures 
of Pith Possum, who masquerades as lowly tabloid copyboy Peter Possum, 
only to don cape and mask to defend wooded Possum City. With his trusty 
sidekick, Obediah the Raccoon, Pith zooms around in his Possummobile, 


fighting off mutant animal villains such as a demented Easter Bunny, and 


(more. . .) 
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arch enemies like mad lumberjack Dr. Paul Bunion, Supper Squirrel and 
Shirley Pimple, not to mention Pith Possum imposters Ralph and Al. 
Rounding out the half-hour is the weekly, four-minute cliffhanger, 
“Tex Tinstar: The Best in the West,” which has an unusual twist for a serial. 
Our hero, Sheriff Tex Tinstar, always seems to face certain death at the 


conclusion of each adventure, usually crushed by boulders, dragged by wild 





horses, or something dastardly at the hands of Wrongo and his band of 
Wrong Riders. But, in his never-ending quest for justice, Tex always rises 
intact from destruction, dern mad and pert near rarin’ to go. 

“The Shnookums & Meat Funny Cartoon Show” is produced by Walt 
Disney Television Animation for Buena Vista Television. Producer/Writer: 


Bill Kopp and director/co-producer Jeff De Grandis. President, Walt Disney 


Television Animation: Gary Krisel. 








SYNOPSES 
EPISODES 1 - 5: January 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 


EPISODE 1 — Air Date: 1/2/95 


Shnookums & Meat -- "Weight for Me" 

When their owners deride them for their fat bellies and lazy behavior, 
“Shnookums & Meat” undergo a rigorous fitness program. After much effort 
and little success, they try a "muscle-o-matic body tone loungerizer"-- a 
contraption that dissolves fat and builds muscle with no effort on the part of 
the subject. They finally master the machine and are instantly converted to 
he-man proportions. In their new muscle-bound state, they can’t move. To 
loosen up, they take a sauna, but accidentally lock themselves in, and the 
consequences will have viewers sweating bullets! 

Pith Possum: “Super-Dynamic Possum of Tomorrow” -- 
“Phantom Mask of the Dark Black, Darkness of Black” 

A berserk Easter bunny and his evil Easter egg minions are on the 
loose in Possum City. It’s a job for Pith Possum, Super Dynamic Possum of 
Tomorrow, AKA mild-mannered, tabloid copyboy Peter Possum. 

Police Commissioner Stress and the seemingly calm Lt. Tension brief 
Pith and his raccoon sidekick, Obediah, on the bunny’s evil plan to rob the 
Possum City Museum of its pinecones! Not only that, ace reporter Doris 
Deer has gotten herself into a squeeze on the trail of the bad bunny. Never 
fear -- it’s Pith Possum to the rescue! 


Tex Tinstar: The Best in the West -- “A Fistful of Foodstamps” 

When the infamous Wrong Riders -- Wrongo, the enormous Clem, and 
the ever-articulate Ian -- arrive in Bonehead, the terrified townspeople flee, 
leaving sheriff Tex Tinstar and his odiferous sidekick, Chafe, to face the 
gang alone. Tex and Wrongo face off in classic “High Noon” style, but 
instead of killing Tex so easily, Wrongo jams him into a barrel of dynamite, 

(more .. .) 
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hung upside down over a crate of rabid badgers and rigged to set off a keg of 
gunpowder that will blow Tex sky-high, after which his ashes will be 
shipped off to Tunisia. Will Tex escape this heinous, nefarious-ness?!?!?!? 
And why in the world is deputy Chafe boarding a plane for Hawaii?!?!?!? 


EPISODE 2 -- Air Date: 1/9/95 


Shnookums & Meat -- "Ow! Hey! 

It’s a beautiful day, so “Shnookums & Meat” decide to “bat the ol' ball 
around" in the backyard. But each time Shnookums hits the ball, Meat 
accidentally catches it -- in the head. Switching to croquet makes no 
difference. In fact, Meat seems to be a target for everything -- even when 
Shnookums drives him to the vet, Meat sticks his head out the car window 
and gets smacked by a series of road signs. They smash into the hospital, 
where the tables are turned. Shnookums ends up in a full-body cast. 


Pith Possum: Super-Dynamic Possum of Tomorrow -- 
“Darkness on the Edge of Black” 


Mad lumberjack Dr. Paul Bunion is plundering Possum City with his 
robot sidekicks, stealing gold-plated acorns, pinecones and other valuables. 
At the Possum City Museum, a robot arrives, to suck up their priceless sap 
collection, and even vacuums up museum-goer Doris Deer! Pith Possum and 
Obediah are dispatched to kick major robo-butt. The robots are de- 
actualized and disintegrated by a disrupter ray gun, and Pith rescues Doris, 
who smooches her hero into off-stage oblivion. 


Tex Tinstar: The Best in the West -- “For a Few Foodstamps Moore” 

When we last left Tex, he was booby-trapped and facing certain death. 
But the erstwhile Chafe returns from Hawaii and finds the booby-trap 
exploded, with Tex miraculously unharmed. Meanwhile, Wrongo tries to 
crack the safe he’s stolen from the Swell Cargo Bank. He's also kidnapped 
bank examiner Percy Lacedaisy, who knows the combination. In pursuit, 
Tex and Chafe crash into a stagecoach, and are held up in Traffic Court. Will 


(more...) 
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EPISODE #3 --Air Date: 1/16/95 


“Shnookums & Meat” -- "Buggin' Out" 

“Shnookums & Meat” are infested with fleas -- either the fleas go, or 
Shnookums & Meat with be kicked out of the house. They concoct a home- 
made pesticide, but it causes the fleas to grow to an enormous size, with 
attitudes to match! The fleas take over -- dancing and playing poker in the 
living room -- with “Shnookums & Meat” as their servants. 


Pith Possum: “Super-Dynamic Possum of Tomorrow -- “Night of Darkness” 
A mysterious bugman is disrupting the peace of Possum City by 
stealing huge amounts of baby supplies. Obediah comes up with a solution: 
the two crime-fighters set up an enormous porch light to which Bugman is 
irresistibly drawn, exhausting himself by banging into the light. Pith and 

Obediah not only capture the thief, but solve the mystery and Bugman’s 
financial problems as well! 


Tex Tinstar: The Best in the West -- “The Good, The Bland & The Wiggly” 
Released from Traffic Court, Tex and the fragrant deputy Chafe catch 
up with the Wrong Riders, who are forcing Percy Lacedaisy to reveal the 
Swell Cargo Safe combination. Chafe stops Tex from shooting Wrongo, 
claiming Broadcast Standards and Practices won't let him use his gun. 
Frustrated, Tex pummels Chafe. The Wrong Riders lasso the law-enforcing 
duo, and tie them up in a wagon with Percy. Will Tex, Chafe and Percy 
escape the TNT-loaded wagon, rolling downhill towards the cliff?!?!?!? 


EPISODE #4 -- Air Date: 1/23/95 


Shnookums & Meat -- "Poodle Panic" 

Prissy: poodle Tolouse comes to visit. A series of calamitous events 
occur when Shnookums & Meat try to get Tolouse to loosen up: The 
milquetoast mutt is caught in a lawnmower, and his fancy haircut is ruined. 
He gets trapped in a garbage can that rolls swiftly downhill and lands in a 
pool of sewage. Shnookums and Meat stick Tolouse in the swimming pool 
and add soap flakes. But he splashes out and lands in a BBQ grill. 
Completely trashed, Tolouse returns to his owner, who suggests that he 
return tomorrow for more "fun." 


(more .. .) 
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Pith Possum: “Super-Dynamic Possum of Tomorrow” -- 
“The Darkness, it is Dark” 


Mad lumberjack Dr. Paul Bunion kidnaps Pith's sidekick Obediah as he 
unleashes his Super-Sonic Sap-Sucking Robot on Possum City. Pith has no 
mechanical aptitude however, and struggles with the Possummobile and 
other high-tech gadgets. Meanwhile, Obediah is lowered into a vat of sap to 
provide extra flavor for the syrup Bunion will enjoy with an enormous 
pancake. Pith and the sap-sucking robot crash through the roof, Bunion gets 
trapped in his own sap, and Pith and Obediah are left to eat the pancake. 


Tex Tinstar: The Best in the West -- “Low Pants Drifter” 

When we last left Tex, Chafe, and Percy, they were barreling downhill 
in a wagon loaded with dynamite. Attempts to use Percy as a human brake 
are unsuccessful, and while Tex and Chafe free themselves, Percy goes over. 
With the help of Floyd, a friendly rattlesnake, Tex and Chafe attempt to 
retrieve Percy -- but all of them end up hanging precariously from the cliff. 
Will they escape to pursue the Wrong Riders to the town of Lost Dangeles in 


EPISODE # 5 -- Air Date: 1/30/95 


Shnookums & Meat -- "Cabin Fever" 

After an earthquake, “Shnookums & Meat” are trapped alone in the 
house for four days with practically no food. In desperation, they eat old 
cocktail weenies and begin to hallucinate about giant cocktail weenies in a 
beautiful oversized food world, that turns increasingly bizarre. At last they 
end up in their own house, shivering and scared to death. To their dismay, 
their recently returned owners reward them with a jar of cocktail weenies. 


Pith Possum: “Super-Dynamic Possum of Tomorrow” -- 
“Return of the Night of Blacker Darkness” 


A bear (Ralph) and his dog sidekick (Al) impersonate Pith Possum and 
Obediah and rob the Possum City Natural Bank. Commissioner Stress alerts 
Pith that the impostors have also kidnapped Doris Deer. The real Pitch and 
Obediah vow to track down the felons. The impostors have hoisted Doris 
over an alligator pit, because she refuses to marry the false Pith Possum. 

(more...) 
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The real Pith and Obediah. arrive, followed by Stress and Tension. Confusion 
reigns as the officers cannot discern who is really who. All becomes clear 
when the real Pith saves Doris from the gator pit. Overjoyed, Doris proposes 
marriage, but Pith, aghast, makes a run for the pit and jumps in. 


Tex Tinstar: The Best in the West -- “Stale Rider” 

When we last left Tex, Chafe, Percy and Floyd, they were hanging from 
the cliff. Chafe attempts to spit on the dynamite fuse, misses, and 
everything explodes. In a slow-motion replay, everyone falls harmlessly to 
the ground but the hapless Percy, who absorbs the impact of the others. In 
Lost Dangeles, the Wrong Riders arrive at a rough saloon (The Dead Duck), 
which turns out to be a library bar. After ordering up volumes by Tolstoy and 
Dickens at the bar, the Wrong Riders meet the minuscule (three inches 
tall), safe-cracking cowpoke, Crusty Rustknuckle. Will Tex, Chafe, Percy and 
Floyd ever get to Lost Dangeles and the Dead Duck to stop Wrongo?!?!?!? 


# # # 











ANYTHING GOES FOR "THE SHNOOKUMS & MEAT FUNNY CARTOON 
SHOW" PRODUCERS BILL KOPP AND JEFF DEGRANDIS 


| zin Reigns in New n Show From Disn 


In approaching their work, Bill Kopp and Jeff DeGrandis are as 
animated and off-the-wall as the outlandish cartoons they make. 

At a soundmixing session, Bill intently observes a “Tex Tinstar” 
segment in which a diminuative cowpoke gets used as a match. "How about 
we put a short little girlscream in here?" he suggests enthusiastically. 

"Yeah, that would be great!" responds Jeff, vastly entertained by the 
notion. "But just one. We don't want it to sound like torture." 

Later, overseeing the mix on “Shnookums & Meat,” they consider a 
cartoon sequence featuring their feline and canine heroes being chased by an 
army of large, mean spirited cocktail weinies (yes -- as in hot dogs). "Let's 
pump up the noise here," Bill suggests. "How about some high-pitched, 
hysterical laughter? Let's go crazy!" 

When the tape is played afterward with the enhanced effects, Bill and 
Jeff laugh heartily at their own handiwork. "When in doubt," proclaims Bill, 
who not surprisingly was one of the animators for the original “Simpsons” 
shorts on “The Tracey Ullman Show,” "we throw in more weirdness!" 


For Kopp and DeGrandis -- former college roommates and youthful 


(more. . .) 
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producers of "The Shnookums & Meat Funny Cartoon Show" -- cartoon- 
making is clearly a labor of love. 

“We were given a terrific amount of freedom to develop programs that 
are very different in tone and style than the usual fare,” notes Kopp, who 
also worked on several “Roger Rabbit” cartoons for Disney Feature 
Animation. “Our credo for ‘Shnookums & Meat’ and the other shorts is: 
‘Throw the rule book out!” 

"We only make what we think is funny," adds DeGrandis. "We don't 
worry about what anyone else thinks. So far, it's worked out great -- my kids 
love the show!" 

"In my opinion,” says Gary Krisel, President of Walt Disney Television 
Animation, “Bill and Jeff's kind of animation offers a tremendous potential -- 
it’s not based just on a story or a character, but on the very sensibilities of 
the show's creators. The cartoons are very broad and irreverent -- and 
especially funny -- but always have a touch of heart.” 

"I don't mean to be too hyperbolic," continues Krisel, "but I think we 
have a classic here in the making. Bill and Jeff's work is among the very best 
I've seen in a long time.” 

What Kopp and DeGrandis think is funny is not your typical garden- 
variety animation. While their new show -- and its three component cartoon 
shorts “Shnookums & Meat,” “Tex Tinstar: The Best in the West,” and “Pith 
Possum: Super-Dynamic Possum of Tomorrow” -- contains plenty of high 
speed chases, raucous fights, and acrobatic encounters, it also raises this 
traditional fare to bizarrely new creative heights, and adds generous doses of 


surreal wit and wry social satire to the comic mixture. Where else would one 


(more...) 
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find sharks and shipwrecks at the bottom of a bathtub, body organs that 
vacation independently in Las Vegas, or an out-of-work possum super-hero 
who overnight becomes a high-powered lemonade executive? 

Despite deliciously disjointed storylines and antic side references to 
popular movies and fads, "The Shnookums & Meat Funny Cartoon Show" 
proceeds clearly in its own quirky logic. The three cartoons are unified by a 
cast of vivid characters whose bizarre personalities are balanced by an 
amusing array of endearing traits. Amid the far-fetched craziness, mundane 
(and comic) details of everyday life are frequently sprinkled. 

For inspiration, Kopp and DeGrandis look past the animation of recent 
decades, and express unqualified enthusiasm for pioneer animators from an 
earlier era, such as Tex Avery, Bob Clampett and Chuck Jones. Kopp and 
DeGrandis liberally mix together nutty gags, really bad puns, weird events, 
Salvador Dali-esque backgrounds, a striking palette and wacky storylines 
together with a directing style that’s unusual to say the least. “I hold poses 
for a longer time period so the audience can not only laugh but also enjoy 
the drawings,” notes DeGrandis. 

They also find inspiration in non-cartoon sources: Mad Magazine's 
irreverent humor looms large in their collective unconscious, as does the 
comedy of “The Three Stooges," “Abbott and Costello,” "The Little Rascals" 
and “Monty Python.” 

Given the sophistication of their cartoon shorts, and the meticu- 
lousness with which they are drawn, one wonders whether the show 
is intended for children only. 


“Of course not!” says Kopp. “To us, funny is funny, no matter who's 


(more .. .) 
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watching.” 
Concurs DeGrandis, “We don’t believe in talking down to the audience, 


or delivering some over-simplified moral message. As we see it, the show is 


just high quality animated entertainment -- period.” 


# # # 
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= The pampered life of a spoiled suburban feline, Shnookums (right), will never be the same after his owners purchase 
ae. 









. SAS a mail-order watchdog, Meat (left). Their frantic antics headline “The Shnookums & Meat Funny Cartoon Show,” 
— premiering Monday, January 2 on “The Disney Afternoon” (Check local listings). 
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(TOP) Sheriff Tex Tinstar faces off with the infamous Wrong Riders again, and again, 
and again in each weekly installment of “Tex Tinstar: The Best in the West.” 
(BOTTOM) The good citizens of Possum City will rest easier Knowing that 


reporter Peter Possum), and his trusty aide and power racoon, Obediah, descend 
from the trees to fight for justice, valor and the Possum way in “Pith Possum, 
Superdynamic Possum of Tomorrow”! 


Superdynamic Possum of Tomorrow, Pith Possum (AKA mild-mannered newspaper Si 


These outrageous cartoon shorts premiere Monday, January 2 as part of “The 
Shnookums & Meat Funny Cartoon Show,” on “The Disney Afternoon” 


(Check local listings). 
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Former California Institute of the Arts roommates, animation producers and partners 
in crime, Bill Kopp (top) and Jeff DeGrandis (left), preside over the insanity of 
“The Shnookums & Meat Funny Cartoon Show,” premiering Monday, 


January 2 on “The Disney Afternoon.” 
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TQ: WANG FILM: PRODUCTIONS CO. LTD. TAIPEI, TAIWAN. 
FROM: JEFFREY DEGRANDIS 
CO-PRODUCER / DIRECTOR. THE PITH POSSUM SHOW. 
WALT DISNEY TELEVISION ANIMATION / LOS ANGELES. 
DATE: MAY 27,1994 ' 
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i. PITH POSSUM: 

PITH POSSUM WALKS WITH A VERY OVER-ACTED, VERY ENERGETIC, 
DETERMINED, ATTITUDE. HE WALKS LIKE A CORNY, OVERDONE SUPER 
HERO; WHICH HE IS. PITH POSSUM’S WALK CYCLE DRAWINGS 
ENCLOSED ARE ALL SHOT ON 2X’S. PITH POSSUM IS GENERALLY VERY 
OVER ACTED ALL THE TIME AND REMEMBER THAT PITH’S LINE OF 
ACTION BENDS TO THE FRONT TO GIVE HIM THAT DETERMINED, 
DIRECTIONAL, ATTITUDE. 


2. PETER POSSUM: 

AS YOU MIGHT ALREADY KNOW; PETER POSSUM IS REALLY PITH 
POSSUM WHEN PITH IS NOT PITH. PETER POSSUM WALKS VERY 
OPPOSITE OF PITH. HE DOESN’T HAVE TOO MUCH ENERGY AND PRETTY 
MUCH JUST DRAGS HIMSELF ALONG IN A VERY SLUGGISH MANOR. 
PETER’S WALK CYCLE IS ALSO SHOT ON 2X’S. THERE IS VERY 
LITTLE ARM MOVEMENT OR ANY KIND OF MOVEMENT BESIDES A SLIGHT 
NORTH / SOUTH BOB TO HIS WALK. 

PETER POSSUM’S LINE OF ACTION ARCHS TO THE FRONT IN A VERY 
LAZY AND SLUGGISH ATTITUDE. 


3. OBEDIAH: 

OBEDIAH’S LINE OF ACTION LEANS TO THE BACK WHEN HE’S WALKING 
OR RUNNING. HIS LEG CYCLE IS A MULTI-IMAGE BLUR THAT 
SHUFFLES ALONG AS IT’S SHOWN IN THE ENCLOSED DRAWINGS. SINCE 
PITH’S AND OBEDIAH’S LINE OF ACTION ARE OPPOSITE; THEY 
COMPLIMENT EACH OTHER VERY WELL AND MAKES IT MORE FUNNY. 


Cc 
STRESS WALKS WITH A SLIGHT NORTH / SOUTH BOB AND SLIGHT ARM 
SWING. MOST OF STRESS’S MOVEMENT COMES FROM HIS WAIST DOWN 
WHEN HE WALKS. REMEMBER; HE IS A BIG MASS THAT MOVES IN A 
VERY STYLIZED FASHION. BUT, THERE ARE TIMES WHEN STRESS MAY 
PICK HIS PACE UP A BIT AS WE MIGHT SEE IN STORYBOARDS. 
STRESS IS ALL SHOT ON 2X‘S EXCEPT WHERE INDICATED BY A 
COUPLE DRAWING SHOT ON 1X’S. 


5. LT. TENSION: 

MOST OF TENSIONS ACTION HAPPENS FROM THE WAIST DOWN WHEN HE 
WALKS ALSO. HE HAS A VERY LOW-KEY / UNENERGETIC WAY ABOUT 
HIM. HIS WALK HAS A SLIGHT NORTH / SOUTH BOB TO IT. TENSION 
IS SHOT ON 2X‘S AND 1X’S. THIS IS INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS. 


D 
DORIS DEER IS STILL BEING WORKED ON AND WILL BE SENT WITHIN 
THE NEXT WEEK. 
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